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INTRODUCTION

I N 1933 I was invited to rewrite Professor W. Z. Ripley’s classic
The Races of Europe (New York: Appleton & Co.; 1899). My
completely new version of the book was published by The Mac-
millan Company in 1939. At that time I decided eventually to
write a Races of the World. For twenty years, in peace and war,
at home and on expeditions, I collected material with this task in
mind. Finally, in 1956, thanks to an Air Force contract, I was able
to make a seven months’ trip around the world, visiting countries
I had never before seen and conferring with fellow physical an-
thropologists on the way. From the end of that trip to the present
I have been engaged almost exclusively in the preparation of the
book at hand.

But this book is only half of what I set out to write. By 1959 it
was clear to me that I must write two books, one on the living, as
originally planned, and an introductory one on the ancestry of the
living races of man. By then I could see that the visible and in-
visible differences between living races could be explained only
in terms of history. Each major race had followed a pathway of
its own through the labyrinth of time. Each had been molded in
a different fashion to meet the needs of different environments,
and each had reached its own level on the evolutionary scale.

What became the first book, the one presented here, may turn
out to have been the harder to write, or so it seems now that I
have finished it and before I have allowed myself to become im-
mersed in the other. It was difficult because I had spent less time
on fossil men than on the living. Also, in 1959 I decided that the
framework for the study of fossil man should be built in two di-
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X Introduction

gory of Homo sapiens the earliest have evolved the most, and
that the obvious correlation between the length of time a sub-
species has been in the sapiens state and the levels of civilization
attained by some of its populations may be related phenomena.

Yet every major race, however advanced in civilization some of
its component populations have become, also contains remnant
bands of simple hunters and gatherers to remind us whence we
all came. The monkey-hunters of the forested slopes of Central
India are as Caucasoid as Charles de Gaulle, and the Ghosts of the
Yellow Leaves, who haunt the hillsides of Upper Siam and Laos,
as Mongoloid as the Mikado.

These, however, are not the main points of the book. This is a
work of history, the history of a primate genus, and in it science is
only a set of tools used to discover the pathways of human evolu-
tion—pathways that have led us from a time of obscurity to a mo-
ment of bright sunlight, with no man knows what fate lying ahead.

CarLETON S. CooN

Devon, Pennsylvania
January 23, 1962
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ered to mention it; to wit, that a species which is divided into
geographical races can evolve into a daughter species while re-
taining the same geographical races.

With this matter settled more easily than I had expected, I
needed to know what forces exerted pressure on that plastic pri-
mate, man, to make him evolve from a lesser to a more sapient
state. To satisfy this need, I delved into zoogeography, primate
behavior, physiology, and social anthropology. At the same time I
kept in touch with physiologists studying the mechanisms of ad-
aptation to heat, cold, and altitude, and went with some of them
on a field trip to southern Chile.

Because my study made it apparent that the human races had
evolved in parallel fashion, I made a brief excursion into the his-
tory, anatomy, and physiology of primates, and found many strik-
+ing examples to back my theory. Meanwhile, the exciting new
discoveries regarding fossil apes and Australopithecines drew the
prehuman relatives of man forward in time past the very date of
the earliest human skull, closing a temporal if not an evolutionary
gap. These discoveries opened the possibility that the races of
man are even older than the known specimens of Homo, a possi-
bility that remains unexplored.

In the introduction to The Races of Europe 1 stated that I
would avoid discussion of two subjects, blood groups and racial
differences in intelligence. W. C. Boyd was about to publish his
massive compilation of blood groups.' And I knew next to nothing
about racial intelligence and could not see that it would be very
useful when applied to regional populations of a single major
race, the Caucasoid.

The sequel to The Origin of Races promises to be full of talk
about blood and brains, but in this present book I have little to
say about these subjects—for different reasons than in 1939. De-
spite claims to the contrary, the blood groups of fossil bones can-
not be determined. Nor can dead men take intelligence tests.
However, it is a fair inference that fossil men now extinct were
less gifted than their descendants who have larger brains, that the
subspecies which crossed the evolutionary threshold into the cate-

' W. C. Boyd: “Blood Groups,” Tabulae Biologicae, Vol. 17 (1939), pp. 113—
240.
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mensions, time and space. Most other writers had stressed only
time, and had ignored or neglected geography.

A notable exception was Franz Weidenreich. While I was writ-
ing The Races of Europe in Cambridge, Massachusetts, he was
busy in New York, studying the Sinanthropus remains. At that
time he concluded that the peculiarities that made Sinanthropus
distinct from other fossil men were of two kinds, evolutionary and
racial. From the evolutionary point of view, Sinanthropus was
more primitive than any known living population. Racially he was
Mongoloid.

Like other premature comets of science, Weidenreich’s idea
flashed across the sky and was gone, obscured by the clouds of
incredulity released by his fellow scientists. Most of them be-
lieved, as many still do, that the living races of man could have
become differentiated from a common ancestor only after the
stage of Homo sapiens had been reached. Because Homo sapiens
was believed to have first appeared only 30,000 years ago, in the
guise of Cr6-Magnon man, the living races could be only that old.
Sinanthropus was not Homo sapiens. Therefore he could not have
belonged to a modern race, the Mongoloid. Q.E.D. Or so the in-
credulous thought.

To me there was something very pat, dogmatic, and wrong
about the anti-Weidenreich point of view. For years I mulled it
over in my mind, and then I decided to collect every scrap of
existing information about every single fossil-man bone and tooth
in the world. Once I had acquired as much information as I could,
I concentrated on the dimension of space and tried to see how
many racial lines, including the Mongoloid, could be traced back
to the first instance that any kind of man had appeared on the
earth. In the end I succeeded in tracing back five, each as old as
man himself.

Realizing the enormity of my discovery in terms of its diver-
gence from accepted dogma, I knew that I must provide a theo-
retical foundation for the facts I had unearthed. The possibility
that races can be older than species had to be explored. I soon
found, by reading and through conversations with Mayr, Simpson,
and other biologists, that what I had thought a revolutionary con-
cept was so common an event in nature that others rarely both-
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